
Affording college is a major concern for many Asian high school students and parents in
California, where tuition costs continue to increase. Therefore, understanding and navigating the
financial aid landscape, including federal loans, Pell Grants, Cal Grants, and the FAFSA
process can make a significant impact.

College Tuition Costs

1. University of California (UC) - (Ex: UC Irvine)
For the 2024-2025 academic year, California residents need to pay base tuition of $18,541 to
attend UC Irvine. Non-resident students are charged an additional amount of $34,200, resulting
in a total of $52,741. Living costs for the students vary depending on their housing situations,
with total costs ranging from $33,019 (living at home) to $43,727 (living off-campus) .

2. California State University (CSU) - (Ex: CSU Long Beach)
The costs to attend CSU Long Beach for residents and non-residents are $7,374 and $10,920
respectively. The total expenses range from $26,282 (for commuters) to $37,952 (for off-campus
students). CSU’s are known for being more affordable than UC’s.

3. Private Institutions - (Ex: University of Southern California (USC))
To attend private universities such as USC for the 2024-2025 academic year, students need to
pay $69,904 regardless of residency. With other expenses included, total costs for students
living on/off campus reach $95,225 annually. Those living with family are charged a slightly
reduced total of $83,191 .

4. Community Colleges - (Ex: Irvine Valley College)
Community colleges are the most affordable, especially for California residents. At Irvine Valley
College, for instance, tuition is $47.73 per unit, translating to $1,432 per year for students
enrolled full-time (30 units). Non-residents, on the other hand, face a much higher rate of
$14,760 annually .
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Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Process

Financial Aid Simulator
Asian students and parents can estimate their potential federal, state, and institutional financial
aid using the Federal Student Aid Estimator. With their income data and academic information,
they can gain insights into the possible costs covered by federal Pell Grants, state Cal Grants,
and federal student loans.

Grants and Loans

1. Federal Pell Grant
The Federal Pell Grant primarily provides financial support to students from low-income
backgrounds. For the 2024-2025 academic year, the maximum Pell award is $7,395. The
Student Aid Index (SAI), which is a number calculated using the information provided on the
FAFSA application, determines Pell Grant eligibility. To put it simply, the lower the SAI, the
higher the financial need, resulting in higher grants. Although low-income students are
prioritized first, students from middle-class households can still receive a partial amount of the
Pell Grant. This is only possible if the low-income students do not claim the award. If that
transpires, it could get allocated to the next prioritized students.

2. Cal Grants
Cal Grants offer substantial financial aid for California residents only.

There are three types:

● Cal Grant A covers significant portions of the base tuition fees for UCs, CSUs, and
private institutions. It provides up to $12,570 annually for UC students, while CSU
students receive $5,742.

● Cal Grant B offers up to $1,648 in the first year to cover living expenses.
● Cal Grant C provides up to $576 for students enrolled in career technical education

programs such as Certified Nurse Assistant/Home Health Care Aide (CNA/HCA). It has
no GPA requirement, making it ideal for community college students seeking career
training .

3. Federal Loans
Although it’s not optimal, federal student loans are another option for Asian families who need
additional financial assistance. Asian students and their families can choose from the following:

● Direct Subsidized Loans - interests do not accrue while the student is in school.
● Direct Unsubsidized Loans - interests begin accruing immediately.
● Direct PLUS Loans - for parents to support with covering the remaining costs .



Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID and FAFSA for Asian Families

In order to submit the FAFSA application, students and parents must create an FSA ID. Asian
high school students, especially those from immigrant families who are unfamiliar with the
federal financial aid system, may encounter challenges in navigating the FSA ID creation
process. Therefore, guidance from school counselors is often necessary to successfully
complete this important step.

In addition, the FSA ID links the FAFSA application to the Internal Revenue Service ( IRS) Data
Retrieval Tool, which makes the income verification process easier by importing tax information
directly into the FAFSA. This step can be beneficial for Asian families who are unfamiliar with
the U.S. tax filing systems.

Key Takeaways

There are stark differences in costs across California’s institutions of higher education, with
community colleges being the most affordable option, followed by CSU and UC schools, and
private institutions such as USC being the least affordable. Asian high school students,
especially the ones from low-income households, can receive substantial financial aid through
federal and state programs such as the Pell Grant, Cal Grant, and federal student loans.
However, navigating the FAFSA process can be challenging and complex. Therefore, seeking
support from school counselors is recommended. With their help, Asian students and parents
can maximize their financial aid opportunities and minimize the financial burden of higher
education.
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